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PART ONE - BEING POOR: CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES 

 
 

1. History matters: from asymmetric development to diverging cumulated 
growth 

Historical roots of (under)development - The wealth … and poverty of nations - From 
nomadism to the dawn of agriculture - The European miracle - China, a glorious and 
(once) sleeping giant - The colonial adventure - Euro centrism and the development 
gap - From the geographical to the cultural approach - Industrializing inventions - 
Looking for a new global common wealth: from war games to post colonial heritage - 
The intoxicant blowing wind of independence - Statehood in history - Making poverty 
a history … is better than telling the history of poverty  
 

23 

2. Geography matters: the misfortune of landlocked countries 
Sea less countries with unnatural borders - Burdening geography - Poor mountains - 
Landlocked development - Lack of infrastructures - Bad neighbors - Regional integra-
tion and other mitigation strategies - Geopolitical handicap - Unifying water  
 

39 

3. Disgraceful opportunities: the natural resources curse  
Unlucky bingo - The Dutch disease - Volatile revenues: the boom-and-bust cycle - 
Spoiling rents, mixing windfall oil with ruthless repression - Unfriendly multinationals 
- Blood diamonds - Myopic underinvestment - Choice, not fate 
 

51 

4. Poverty multiplication: the demographic spiral  
Poor fertility - Cassandra Malthus - The demographic trap - A cruel Spartan selection - 
Literate women and the book of life - Trendy demography - Demography and poverty - 
Life expectancy - The population pyramid - Is growing population an opportunity, in-
stead of a problem? 
 

65 

5. Misery, conflicts and bad governance back themselves  
Poverty and conflict trap: years of pain ahead? - War games and killing fields - History 
is littered with tragic conflicts - (Un)civil wars - Contagious conflicts - Let it bleed: 
counting the damages, when the war is over - Bad governance and kleptocracy - Fail-
ing banana republics - Country and political risk - The institutional poverty trap  - Cor-
ruption and underdevelopment - Racial discriminations and the ethnic trap 
 
 

81 



 6 

6. Water and diamonds  
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